Christ Lutheran Church
July 25, 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

+ Stand as you are able.

The congregation speaks the words in bold type.

Our Musician today is Phyllis Rowe

GATHERING
MUSIC
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

1

HYMN

Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult
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ELW #696

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.
GREETING
PM
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
PM
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts
of all your children a longing
for your word and a hunger for your truth.
Grant that we may know your Son
to be the true bread of heaven
and share this bread with all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

WORD
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor
to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go
around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.
42A

man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of God:
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let
them eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give
it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set
it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
3

Psalm 145:10-18
10All

your works shall praise | you, O LORD,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
11They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
12that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works. R
14The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD,
and you give them their food | in due season.
16You open | wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every | living thing.
17You are righteous in | all your ways
and loving in | all your works.
18You are near to all who | call upon you,
to all who call up- | on you faithfully. R

Gospel: John 6:1-21
1Jesus

went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept
following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain
and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he
looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread
for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip
answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One
of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit
down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in
all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who
were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,
“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and
from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve
baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the
prophet who is to come into the world.” 15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take
him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
HYMN

Pastor June Wilkins
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

APOSTLES’ CREED
AM
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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ELW #674

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
PM
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
+WORDS FOR THE MEAL
+LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
PM
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come and eat!
As we join with the family of all believers in celebrating Holy Communion, we believe that Christ is present in this meal, and
when we receive it, we receive God’s grace, abundant love, and forgiveness.
Everyone is welcome to share communion at Christ’s table regardless of age, denomination, or background.
If you prefer gluten-free wafers, please let the pastor know.

HYMN

Here Is Bread

ELW #483

TABLE BLESSING
PM
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and reveal to you God’s grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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SENDING
BLESSING
May the blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN

Just a Closer Walk With Thee

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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